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/| Bible Study and Prayer Group

: Opportunities

SUNDAY MORNING PRAYER GROUP

Brett Ward will be leading a brief prayer group on Sunday morn-
ings 10:15 in the Builders Class room. You are invited to attend!

TUESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY

oTnieyl \Vanessa Metzmeier will offeri John, The Gospel of Light -and
week study. The Gospel of John is the most deeply spiritual of the four gospels. This writ-
J N ing is filled with rich images and profound truths, but John notes that his aim in writing
The Gl t he gospel is that readers wil/ not only be
v i n hi s Thagnap will meet in her home on Tuesday evenings beginning March 2,
6:30-8:30. Class size will be 68. We still have openings, so please call the office to sign up.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BOOK DISCUSSION

This group will be discussing "I Didn't Sign Up For This." This book offers insight from 2\ i
the prophet Elijah to help you navigate your way when circumstances in life suddenly re- S
route you into a wilderness experience. Gai n a fresh perspecti s ‘
rection in your life. Class begins Wednesday, March 3, at 7:00 in the FLC. Facilitators™

are John Mortimer and Bob Fugitt. Class will be limited to 15, and we still have several

openings. You may call the office to sign up.

he

CHURCH ON THE MOVE WALKING DEVOTIONAL

Starting on Wednesday, March 3 at 5:30, Lea Watson will be hosting a weekly walking devotional. After
the short devotion, we will split into small groups of 2 -3 and walk. Join us in the church parking lot for
a time of fellowship, prayers, and fresh air.




$I343d343434303434343434343434303438343434343034343434343434383d3 03

o al {L/ boz{ %
4 4
& We stil]l canod6t gath a
4 excited to announce®d th
JJ sembling a virtual 0 i
9 Sunday'! Choir me mb e
Jd ticipate have recel
9 rehearsal CD to pratl(
Jd wi | | be recording tedr e
Jd Easter Cant at a nT re
Jd Cross. 0 Each per sondd wi
Jd k. selves singing thei p a
9 o pile them into a vi 0 .
dd /2Y3IANI GdzZ I e2ya u2AaI-N\EI,I-NJSUK 3 al N J9J

oSt2 | NAlFa 2 UKS O0ANIK J; a
g HNJ-yﬁeéKAfﬁez .yéya YAY 20 IIN eﬁé%‘ HI&ES togall
T - Syer 6ba 02Ny (GHOMNANE wmcs3 ar areth o
J: 21 2 Hylé t2y3e t NRdR LI NByda | n
J’ FYR . SY | I NRAYyO® u
$943434343434343434343434343434343034343430343434303434303434343 0343

MESSAGE FROM CRYSTAL
Hello Church,
| absolutely love seeing your faces (partially) in church on Yo u t h )
Sunday mornings. | look forward to stating our new classes, f 1
as | plan to attend the study that Vanessa is hosting in her — IVITI
horr)ne. | t ds a>ll ways SO nigce t o sp‘...?CL . ‘,V\’V\e’\S) adu
But let me tell you, | love spending time with My Kids !!!
Since COVID, the number of youth attending have de-
creased and we have reduced to meeting weekly, on Sun-
day evenings from 6 -8. Our routine most recently has
consisted of loading them on the bus and leaving the
premises. This has allowed for a little more normalcy in
our activities including ALWAYS WEARING A MASK.
These smaller groups have also allowed me to sit in on
their conversations and Iearn S
going on in their lives. | consider this a good thing.
We have joined the church in Spring Cleaning.... and the Youth Closet is in immaculate
condition !!
Love, many hugs and prayers for you, My Family,
Crystal Ragan




Hello kids!
Easter is on its way! We know Easter
the hunt. | dm working on ideas for ei

of your homes. Parents may get in touch with me for more information.
Date to be announced.

|l 6ve been thinking about doing a playground de
on Tuesdays @ 11612 or grandparents who watch grandkids may give me a call or Facebook pm

me! This sun has got me wanting to do something outdoors.

We are hoping that TASK can start back after spring break outdoors on pretty Tuesdays.

Please pray for warm weather!

I would like our congregation to write Bible verses or other words of encouragement on sticky

notes for Sweetwater Elementary School teachers and staff. We need these by March 13 to

be delivered to school on March 16.

Hey friends, looking for volunteers for VBS!! This year 0s
fLoTreasured: Discovering Youdre Pr
fcan do it in person, but if we ce¢

mid-June if virtual.

-Mi ss Jacqueline
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Yowg at
Heart

Mar 2 Peggy Young
Mar 4 Larry Hicks
Mar 4 Pam Haislip
*Mar 5 Jane Cochran
Mar 6 Jill Stover

Mar 7 Peggy Dupes
Mar 9 Leah Butcher

Mar 17 Bill Walker

SPECIAL BIRTHDAY GREETINGS
TO OUR SENIORS BORN IN MARCH

Mar 19 Bob Fugitt

Mar 21 Robert Hickey
Mar 23 Colin Wilson
Mar 24 Mildred Langley
Mar 28 Debbie Frye
Mar 29 Lynette Johnson
Mar 30 Jody Smithey

Mar 30 Judy Shope

.t

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

The Starting Poin
now meeting I n

cl assr oom. We ar
recommended pd e
mas k s and soci al
You are wel come t

MELI NDAGS MUSI NGES
Hey folks!
Wedre getting closer a
weather. Lots of us have had our COVID
vaccines, and I 6m so t
Our yard sale is just around the corner.
After being confined at home so much,
wedre all sick of our

your good, usable, but unwanted clothing
and household goods. Please call me if

you
hoping

need me to pick
to hold the sale this spring or

summer. Proceeds will be given to the

church.
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Love, Your Sister in Christ,

Melinda
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Alan and Bonnie Cleveland: All in the Family
Getting to Know Our Church Family by Bob Fugitt

As | drove out to meet with the Clevelands, I coul dnd
only a mile or so outside the Sweetwater city limits. The winding road and smell of manure reminded me of the
childhood farms | used to play on growing up in Ohio. I

but got a bit turned aroundéand stopped at a dairy barn
and their home was just behind a trailer and hidden by the crest of a hill. Once | drove up | was greeted by Alan and
a beautiful home sitting on top of a hill overlooking 2 valleys and 770 acres of farmland. Surely | was in heaven!

Bonnie met Alan in 1979. A native of Nashvill e, she
moved here and stated attending Sweetwater FUMC. Alan was teaching a Sunday school class in the old kitchen
and noticed Bonnie was not wearing a ring. He asked her sister when she was coming back and he tried to keep
tabs on when she would be visiting. Being a bit shy, Alan received encouragement from Peggy Bebb, and a long
distance courtship ensued until they married on November 1 st 1980.

Alan was borninto a 2 ™ generation dairy farming family. The road that runs through the farm is named after
this century farm family. In 1962 when his grandfather
built in 1914. Alan was 9 at the time and the 3 ™ generation of Clevelands to occupy the old house. When they mar-
ried, Alan and Bonnie later built and moved into their current home on the hill in 1981. Bonnie loves being a
farmerds wife and mother. She is also a certified el eme
-up years, she was a substitute teacher often doing extended leaves for other teachers. The last 5 years of her ca-
reer before retiring she had own classroom of fourth graders. She has enjoyed keeping grandchildren the last 10
years full time while their mother has taught school. Alan and Bonnie have 3 children, two of which live on the farm
where they grew up. Kristen is their oldest daughter and lives in Tampa. Emily teaches biology and coaches cross
country at Sweetwater HS, and Greg manages the farm with his dad and uncle and is raising his family in the old
farmhouse, making them the 5 ™ generation of Clevelands to live in the same home. All totaled, Alan and Bonnie
have 5 grand children and another on the way.

Certainly farming is a way of [|ife and itds in Al anod
the business known as White Oak Farms to give Greg an opportunity to begin his dairy farming legacy. Alan now
works for his son and brother. Together they care for approximately 600 cows including Holstein cows, beef cows,
cal ves, dry cows and replacement hei fers. (1 f t hat conf
you!) Dairy farming is a very demanding business. There have been good
years and lean years in the past, and recently the dairy farmers struggle to
make ends meet. Many small farms have had to sell their cows. Itis not an
easy business to be in but they love what they do, work hard at it, and pray
they will be allowed to continue to do what they were born to do -care for
Godds creation.

Of course living on a farm brings many good times as well. Alan re-
lated one time when they had the church youth over for a hayride, cookout,
and picnic. When they were all done and cleaning up, Bonnie went to back

out to the pasture to pick up some chairs. When she di
Alan looked out the window to see headlights going around in circles! Bon-
nie was | ost and coul dnot find her way back to the houst
Bonnie, she said o0lt |l ooked a I|ittle bit different after
try occasion, Emily (a child at the time) told Alan she could break the ice on
the livestock watering trough. But instead of using a tool, she decided to
jump on itéand as you can guess it didndét take | ong to f &

These days you can find Alan and Bonnie enjoying their grandkids
almost on a daily basis. Sure, Alan loves to play tennis, volleyball, read
some books, and oh vyeséfar m. And Bonnie loves to trav
been to places like Israel, Italy, Greece, and Hawaii and she does her best
to insure she stays close to extended family. Add to that church gatherings
and commitments and ités easy to see how the days are 1o
the Cleveland household. Plans for the future? Alan shared that his son
Greg was recently talking to his girls about what their
what they wanted to do when they grew up. They in turn ask him what his
wereéto which he replied o01dm lIliving my dream. 0 Al an ag
much how they feel, down on the farméand alll in the fami/l
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